Background English & Hebrew
Supervision of Prohibited Internet Surfing — The Israeli Solution 23/9/06
Background: Apprehension of the Blogger Halemo

On 18/9/06 Moshe Halevi, a recognized Israeli blogger known as Halemo, was
arrested by the Computer Crimes Unit of the Israeli Police. Halemo was very active
on the web. He owns the halemo.com site, activates bloggers on law and hi-tech
topics in the Israeli newspaper Globes, the Tapuz portal, and writes a column for the
legal site Netlaw.

Halemo was arrested on suspicion that he posted on the Internet the name of a
complainant, who claimed that she had been sexually harassed by the Israeli Minister
of Justice Haim Ramon, who is now on trial.

Halemo claimed not guilty and was apprehended by Judge Aviehai Doron for one
day, and his computers were seized for 45 days. The investigators requested to have
him apprehended for 2 days and that his computers be seized for 3 months.

On 19/6/06 Halemo was brought to court for his release procedure. The investigators
requested that in addition to financial guarantees, he should be ordered to refrain from
using the Internet for two months. Judge Dorit Reich-Shapiro ordered to release him
on bail and to restrict web-surfing for one month. Halemo did not supply the
guarantees and refused to comply with the court order.

On the next day and on 21/9/06 the judge ordered his continued arrest.

On 22/9/06 his advocate Boaz Guttman submitted a request to re-examine the release
decisions, mainly the restriction on Internet use. The defender suggested that one
computer (that belonged to another firm) be returned to the defendant, so that he
could use the Internet for his work. The advocate suggested that a control and logging
program be installed on the returned computer. The software and computer would be
controlled by the investigators. Halemo is a computer engineer with no prior criminal
convictions. Judge Aviehai Doron accepted the idea, and Halemo was released.

Appendices: the advocates request and appendices, the decision of Judge Avichai
Doron, the guarantee, professional opinion on how long it would take the police to
copy a hard- disk.

Note: This is the first Internet restriction in Israel in which the defendant was allowed
to continue his professional use of a computer at home under on-line police
supervision. The defendant was allowed to use the Internet only for the purpose of
working on a specific project, which he had contracted to a third party. The
supervision is for 30 days. The defendant must install the control software (such as
PCAnywhere) at his own expense.
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More information on this topic in English & Hebrew at:
http://www.4law.co.il/haltap1.html
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